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value to the country; and that when the work of the Com-
mission was finished, Parliament would at least realize
the urgent need for a centre where all documents dealing
with landed property could be properly housed, cared for,
and open to public inspection. Mr. Abbot's motion was
seconded by the Master of the Rolls. It was well received
by both parties in the House and a Committee, which
included the Attorney-General, was appointed, with
John Caley, Keeper of the Records in the Augmentation
office, as secretary.
On the 22nd February 1800 the committee met for the
first time at the British Museum, and began the work of
inspection. A difficulty arose with regard to the records in
the custody of the Clerk of the Parliament; it was thought
that the House of Commons could not call upon him for
an account of them without a message and that the Com-
mittee could not order it. The Speaker was of opinion
that the Committee had the right to investigate the
records, and that to send a message would be waiving that
right. The Parliamentary records were, therefore,
removed from their quarters over the ceiling of the
House of Commons, taken into one of the Committee
rooms, and there inspected. Experts were appointed to
work under the Committee's orders, and records which
were considered of sufficient national importance were
selected to be published. A search was made in the Chapter
House for the Hundred Rolls, which, when discovered
and added to those already in the Tower, were found to
be nearly complete. Some Assize Rolls of Richard I,
King John and Henry III were also examined and safe-
guarded. Plans were approved for fitting up repositories in
the vaults under East Street at Somerset House and a plan
and estimate for an office adjoining the Chapter House.
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